M13 DNA fingerprinting in differentiation of marine Vibrio species.
The identification and differentiation of bacterial strains and species are frequently carried out by the use of diagnostic biochemical profiles, serology, and the detection of restriction fragment length polymorphisms in genomic DNA. We show here that DNA restriction fragment length polymorphisms detected using a probe derived from bacteriophage M13 can discriminate between several marine Vibrio species. We have also demonstrated that individual isolates of Vibrio species can be differentiated using the M13 probe.